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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A containment/exclusion boom comprising: 

a boom curtain comprising an upper curtain portion and a lower curtain 
portion that are connected together at a central region, the upper and lower curtain portions 
each being formed of a sheet of flexible fabric mat«ial that allows the flow of water 
therethrough and, during use, each acts to filter water flowing therethrou^; 

first and second support systems which can be positioned in a body of 
water and connected separately to distinct positions on the boom curtai n, wherein the first 
and second support sys tems are independently selected from the group of m a floating 
support system comprising a plurality o f flotation units, fii^ a nennanent or semi-permanent 
structure comprisinfl a plurality of niline s and one or more horizontal members Rp anti^npr 
between adjacent pilings , and (Hi) a combination of (i^ and (ii^: 

whereby the first and second support systems maintain at least one of 
the upper and lower curtain portions in a substantially sloped arrangement upon introduction 
of the boom into the body of water. 

2. (previously presented) The containment/exclusion boom according to 
claim 1 wherein the first and second support systems maintain both the upper and Iowct 
curtain portions in a substantially sloped arrangement in the body of water. 

3. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 2 
wherein the first support system is connected to an upper end of the upper curtain portion. 

4. (original) The containment/exclusion boom acoQiding to claim 2 
wherein the second support system is connected to the central region 

5. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 2 
fiirther comprising a ballast connected to the central region. 

6. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 2 
fiuther comprising a ballast connected to a lower end of the lower curtam portion. 

7. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 
fiirther comprising a Y-panel anchoring system connected to a lower end of the lower curtain 
portion. 



PAGE 519 * RCVD AT 91612005 7:14:01 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-8/32 * DNiS:273g300 * CSiD:S85 263 1600 ' DURATION (n»n-ss):05-32 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



SEP-06-2005 19=32 NIXON, PEPBODY 10TH 585 263 1600 P 

Serial No. 10/814^72 -3- 



8. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 
wherein the flexible fabric material is a geosynthetic fiibric. 



9, 



(original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 



wherein the first support system comprises a floating support system. 

10. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 
wherein the second support system comprises a floating support system. 

1 1 . (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 
wherein the first support system is a combination of a permanent or semi-permanent structure 
and a floating support system* 

1 2. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 2 
wherein the upper and lower curtain portions each define a plane> the upper and lower curtain 
portions being substantially aligned in coplanar relation. 

13. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 2 
whorein the upper and lower curtain portions each define a plane, the upper and lower curtain 
portions being aligned in non-coplanar rdation. 

1 4. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 13 
wherein flie upper and lower curtain portions have a cross-sectional V-shaped configuration. 

15. (original) The contairmient/exclusion boom according to claim 1 
wherein the upper and lower curtain portions are each formed of two sheets of flexible fabric 
material. 

1 6. (original) The contaiiunent/oxLclusion boom according to claim 1 5 
further comprising: 

a gas injection system comprising a source of compressed gas, a conduit in 
communication with the source of compressed gas, and at least one outlet in a conduit 
positioned between the two sheets of flexible fabric material of the upper curtain portion. 

1 7. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 15 
further comprising: 
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a gas injection system comprising a source of compressed gas, a conduit in 
communication with the source of compressed gas, and at least one outlet in a conduit 
positioned between the two sheets of flexible febric material of the lower curtain portion, 

1 8. (original) The containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 5 
further comprising: 

a gas injection system comprising a source of compressed gas, a conduit in 
communication with the source of compressed gas, at least one outlet in a conduit positioned 
betwem the two sheets of flexible fabric material of the upper curtain portion, and at least 
one outlet in a conduit positioned between the two sheets of flexible fabric material of the 
lower curtain portion. 

1 9. (original) A method of filtering water in a body of wat^ comprising: 
providing a containment/exclusion boom according to claim 1 in a 

body of water substantially surrounding a water intake located within the body of water; and 
removing wat^ from the body of water via the water intake, whereby 
water passes through the curtain of the containmcnt^exclusion boom befi>re said ranoving. 

20. (original) The method according to claim 19 wherein the upper and 
lower boom portions are both maintained in a sloped position in the water, whereby each of 
the upp«: and lower portions is independently sloped at an angle, relative to the water 
sur&ce, of between about 25 and about 65 degrees. 
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